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CONGREGATION 
OF THE MISSIONARY SISTERS 
OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
(White Sisters) 


ORIGIN AND AIM: The Congregation of 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
was founded in 1869 by Cardinal Lavigerie. 
to rescue, moralize and regenerate the pagan 
and Mohammedan woman, and through her 
attain the family and society. Exclusively 
vowed to the Apostolate in Africa, the Sisters 
devote their lives to the natives in every 
work of mercy and charity . . . Catechetical. 
Medical, Educational. 


GOVERNMENT AND APPROBATION: 


The Congregation is governed by a Superior 
General who depends directly on the Holy 
See. The Constitutions were definitely ap- 
proved by decree the 14th of December 1909 
and promulgated on the 3rd of January 1910. 


SPIRIT: The Spirit of the Congregation is 
one of obedience, humility, simplicity, and 
zeal; and the life of the Sisters one of pov- 
erty, mortification and labor. 


* *+ * * 


The Congregation numbers over 1,500 
Professed Sisters who are devoting their lives 
to the Natives in 120 Missions, that spread 
out through— 


North Africa: 
Mountairis, Sahara. 


West Africa: The Gold Coast, French 
West Africa. 


Algeria, Tunisia, Atlas 


East Africa: Kenya, Nyassaland, Tangan- 
yika, Uganda, Rhodesia. Belgian Congo. 
Rwanda, Urundi. 


OUR AMERICAN HOME IS AT: 
White Sisters Convent 
319 Middlesex Avenue 
Metuchen, New Jersey 


THE MESSENGER OF 
OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


is edited and published bi-monthly with 
ecclesiastical approbation by the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters) , 
Metuchen. New Jersey. Annual subscription 
$1.00. Entered as second class matter Decem- 
ber 15, 1931. at the post office of Metuchen, 
New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES 


Three Masses are said monthly for the living 
and deceased benefactors of the Congregation 
of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa. Moreover, they share in the prayers 
and apostolic labors of over fifteen hundred 
White Sisters, who are working in the African 
Missions; and in the prayers and acts of self 
denial that the Natives, so willingly, offer up 
daily for their benefactors. 


TO AVOID THE MISSIONS 
UNNECESSARY EXPENSE, 
kindly notify us immediately of a change of 
address. If you do not, the postal authorities 
will tax us for their notification. 
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Am 


A White Sister . 


WANTED A MISSIONARY LIFE because I felt that therein lay my 
ideal: “A life to live: a life to give.” A life to live: yes, because every 
moment of it would be lived to the fullest for God and souls, every 
second spent in prayer or service. A life to give too, for I should no 
longer follow my own will but another’s. My day would be planned out 
for me according to God's will not mine. And that was what mattered. 
My life was a full one, very full indeed. I loved my studies, my 
work, my companions who shared my enthusiasm and my ideals. 1 


cnjoyed the intimate conversations, the deep 
friendships, the sharing of ideals where each 
one gave of his or her best; where all had 
one aim only, that of “sharing in the Apos- 
tolate.”” We dreamt of living in a de-Chris- 
tianized area; of bringing the followers of 
the new paganism - indifferentism, back to 
Christ; of showing what militant Catholics 
could do for God and His Church; what 
Catholic Action meant. 

Some of us tried to make our dreams 
come true. We left home, lived a life of 
recollection and poverty in de-Christianized 
surroundings trying by our presence to make 
Christ ‘‘live,”” spending ourselves in the serv- 
ice of others for Christ's sake: some as doc- 
tors, others as nurses or teachers; a number 
as social workers or in other capacities. Of 
work there was plenty; our days were full, 
overflowing. That our lives were fruitful I 
do not doubt, but for me something was 
lacking, my ideal was not yet reached. God 
did not want me there because I was not 
giving all: my time, yes; my energy, to the 
full; but not my liberty. That remained and 
I was using it unsparingly. I was doing a 
self chosen work in the way that appealed 
to me most. I had to enter a convent to 
obey. Is it not characteristic of modern 
youth, so independent in itself, this yearning 
for dependence on God? I wanted to feel 
that I had broken away from all former ties, 
that I depended on God alone. So I decided 
to enter a Missionary Congregation, far from 
home and from contacts that made life dear; 
in a pagan land where people are farther 


¢* ¢ 


still from God than in de-Christianized areas 
here; where there is only one priest for miles 
and parishes contain 50,000 souls. Then I 
could say that I had given all. The struggle 
was hard, but Our Lord won. My family 
found all sorts of pretexts to stop me: 
wasted talents, activity paralysed by Rules 
and Superiors, time wasted on studies, the 
Icading of an unnatural existence for is not 
“woman meant to be a mother?” And then 
the break with all those “near and dear.” 
God alone knows how I did it, but I 
held to my ideal and went to the Missions 
in Africa. 

And now? | am living a full life, an 
ideal life, such as I never dared hope for. 
I am in contact with the mass of humanity; 
every moment of my existence is for God 
and them. The very habit I wear tells them 
that as a “White Sister” my life is conse- 
crated to them. My prayers, my spiritual 
exercises, more efficacious than my words, 
are for them; for in the measure that by 
prayer and meditation I put on Christ, in the 
same degree will I draw down graces on this 
mass of human beings so eager to receive 
them. My exterior activity is for them too, 
as my faculties, my energy, all is spent in 
their service. 

Truncated life, I was told: No, fruitful 
as the vine that the vinedresser prunes to 
make it bear more. And it is our Rule that 
does the pruning by what to outsiders seems 
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Training Center in Belleville, Ill. 


Sisters appointed for the new foundation of 
the White Sisters in the United States have now 
arrived at Belleville, Illinois, to prepare the Con- 
vent for the official opening of the Training Center, 
which we hope will be in October. We beg your 
prayers for the success of our latest and very 
important mission undertaking. 


Mission Exhibits 

Boston 

Sponsored by His Excellency the Most Reverend 
R. J. Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, the exhibit 
was intended to portray the nature of the work 
done by the various Sisterhoods having Convents 
in the Archdiocese, and gracious invitation to par- 
ticipate in this wonderful project was extended to 
“Three Welcome Strangers” as Reverend Father 
Barry kindly expressed it, in his Vocation Column 
of “The Pilot.” The Missionary Sisters of Our 
Lady of Africa are very grateful to His Excellency 
Archbishop Cushing for this opportunity of making 
their African Mission Works better known in the 
Archdiocese and neighboring Dioceses of New 
England, whose Priests and faithful visited our 
booth at St. John’s Seminary, Brighton, during the 
month of July. Thanks are also due to Right 
Reverend Monsignor Murray, the Priests and Sem- 
inarians for their devoted help and understanding 
co-operation. 


C.S.M.C. Notre Dame, Indiana 

Held at the University of Notre Dame, the 13th 
National C.S.M.C. Convention was attended by 
a large body of student delegates representing 
C.S.M.C. Units in thousands of American com- 
munities. A total of one hundred and ten speak- 
ers, representing every field of Catholic religious 
endeavor in the United States and all over the 


Banabikira ‘Daughters 


THE MISSIONS MARCH ON 


world, addressed various panel discussions at the 
conferences. 

The lead in working out the vocation guidance 
program was taken by His Excellency Thomas J. 
McDonnell, Auxiliary Bishop of New York and 
National Director for the Propagation of the Faith. 
In an address at the conference, Bishop McDonnell 
stressed that “Never before were the missions in 
such dire straits; never before were they so neces- 
sary and never before were the fields so ripe for 
the harvest.” 

In a special message to the conference, His 
Holiness Pope Pius XII bestowed the Apostolic 
Blessing on all members of the C.S.M.C. and 
urged them “to work and study with unremitting 
zeal in behalf of the Church in mission lands and 
particularly for the increase of vocations for the 
home and foreign missions.” 


# * * 


United Nations Delegate Praises Missions 

The missions of the Tanganyika Territory, in 
Africa, have just been paid a fine tribute by Sir 
Alan Burns, British Delegate to the Trusteeship 
Council of the United Nations. Here are his 
exact words: 

“IT am not suggesting for one moment that the 
educational results in Tanganyika are satisfactory. 
I doubt, in fact, whether they are completely satis- 
factory in any part of the world, and certainly not 
anywhere in Africa. I, for my part, should like 
to see a considerable increase in education every- 
where . . . I am in favor of a greater number of 
government schools, a greater number of schools 
of all kinds. Perhaps the Council will forgive me 
if I wander slightly off the point, as no one has 
referred in the discussion of the Tanganyika report 
to the question of missionary schools. 


. . Tam in favor of a greater number of 
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government schools, but I do want to sound a 
word of warning . . . and I speak now on the basis 
of considerable personal experience in this subject. 
I want to sound a word of warning against a 
tendency to disparage the education given through 
mission schools. I agree that it is important to 
get education, and it is important to get it through 
mission schools or through any other kinds of 
schools . . . in the best way that we can. However, 
I want to remind the council that, in the British 
Colonies as in Tanganyika . . . and I believe, in 
Ruanda-Urundi . . . the mission schools are largely 
financed and most carefully inspected by the Gov- 
ernment, but the missions have done and still do 
a great deal to help the people of Africa. I con- 
sider that the people of Africa . . . and, in fact, 
the people of the whole world . . . owe those mis- 
sionaries a great debt of gratitude. They have done 
work which, in the early days, it was impossible 
for any government to do, for various reasons, and 
they are still doing a great deal.” 


* * &* 


Bwanda, Uganda 


This is truly a wonderful place. We had the 
Profession Ceremony this morning. Bishop Kiwan- 
uka officiated, our two Chaplains (White Fathers) 
assisted, together with Father Wasswa, a Native 
White Father, who had preached the newly pro- 
fessed Native Sisters’ retreat, and five or six other 
native Priests. I was naturally very happy to assist 
for the first time at the Profession of our Banna- 
bikira. The more I am with them, the more I 
esteem and love them. God's grace is palpable, 
visible, in their midst. Truly it is a Work of His 
Love. His own strength, divine, omnipotent, alone 
could work such marvels in these souls. 


Sr. M. John Rigby 


* & & 
Mwazie, Tanganyika 


From Korogwe to Morogoro there is no rail- 
way yet and the only way to get there is an eight 
hours truck ride. The roads are not what you 
could call smooth, but the countryside is beautiful. 

No giraffes came out to see us although we 
would have liked to see them. When we alighted 
from the truck the boy who carried our cases said: 
Mission? and I nodded a yes. He led us to the 
Fathers of the Holy Ghost and they very kindly 
found us another lorry to carry us to our own 
Mission. 

At Tabora we met a certain Jacobo who is 
a blind catechist, a wonderful man. He not only 
visits the Native hospital of the town every day, 
but knows precisely what ails each patient and 
knows when their condition becomes serious and 
dangerous. While we were at the Mission he 
came to warn the Sisters that an old woman there 
was dying. As she had been fully instructed I was 
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offered the happiness of baptizing her. The poor 
old patient died the next day. 


The people here are very poor but very gen- 
erous. In one place they had a very small church. 
So, one Sunday, when as usual many could not get 
in at all, Father told them he wanted them to have 
a larger church but that he did not have the means. 
He suggested that everybody, men, women and 
children, contribute a week's free labor. They all 
agreed. They baked bricks and helped with the 
building, and enjoyed sufficient room for a few years. 

As the Catholic community grew, again the 
same request; and again the same response, the 
same goodwill and now their church has 
two wings. 


Sister M. Gratia, W. S. 


* ke * 


On December 23rd, 1947, Mother St. Honorat 
went out to Central Africa for the sixth time, and 
this time she flew from Brussels to Urundi. She 
and Sr. Celina-Marie left Belgium at 8 a.m. That 
afternoon they were at St. Peter’s in Rome. They 
heard Midnight Mass at Athens, and on Christmas 
Day they alighted at Khartoum. 

Mother St. Honorat first went out in 1902, that 
was to Uganda. In 1934 she was sent, from North 
Africa, as the Superior General's Delegate, and 
she visited sixty-five Missions in Central Africa 
in three years. This time Mother is 
at Usumbura. 
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T IS NOT OFTEN, perhaps, dear reader, 
Bsc the pages of “White Sisters” invite 

you as they do today, to fly away in spirit 
to the palm-fringed isle of Mombasa, washed 
by the soft lapping of the tireless Indian 
Ocean. 
Mombasa is indeed worth a visit, if only 
for its historic past. Few souvenirs remain 
to testify to the fact that Mombasa was once 
the most noteworthy of the Portuguese 
strongholds north of Mozambique, and the 
spot on the East coast of Africa where 
catholicity showed its most marked develop- 
ment; among these few memorials of the 
past, the most striking are the grim walls of 
the present Mombasa prison; named by its 
Portuguese builders “FORT JESUS”; whose 
coat of arms over the main entrance still 
bears, engraved in the stone, the image of 
the Sacred Heart. 


It was here that on 16th August 1631 
began a wholesale slaughter of Portuguese 
and African Christians: men, women, and 
children, by a renegade Arab chief and his 
followers. The story would take too long 
to tell here; suffice it to say that Mombasa 
has reason to be proud of its heroes and 
martyrs, and to have confidence that their 
blood will one day be the seed of Christianity 
among the teeming pagan population of 
the island. 

The word “teeming” is hardly an exag- 
geration for scarcely 2 of Mombasa’s 
92,000 inhabitants are Catholics! And _ yet. 
in a sense it might still proudly call itself 
a “Holy Isle” for it has the honor of being 
the residence of the Holy Father's official 
1epresentative, the Apostolic Delegate to 
British East and West Africa, His Grace 
Archbishop Matthew, and then besides boast- 
ing two parish churches, one for Africans 
and the other for non-Africans, and two 
convents —~ those of the Loreto Mothers, and 
of us White Sisters, it is the pied-a-terre of 
a never ending stream of Missionary Arch- 
bishops, Bishops, Fathers, Sisters, Brothers 
of every order imaginable, on their way to 
or from some part of Africa, Madagascar, 
Seychelles, Mauritius, or India. Truly one 
of the joys of being posted at Mombasa, 
gateway of East Africa and mecting place of 
world routes to East and West, is to witness 
with one’s own eyes the continuous fulfill- 
ment of Our Blessed Lord’s command: “Go 
ye and teach all nations.” A great part of 
this “stream” flows into the White Sister's 
Convent here, until after a longer or shorter 
period of delay (according to boats and 
trains) it is able to continue on its way, 


More About 


leaving our little isle the richer and mofe 
fertile for its having passed this way. 

An earlier article has already shown you 
something of the activities pozential as well 


-as actual, of the White Sisters in Mombasa 


and in the neighboring coastland. Today 
let me tell you something more of our school 
for Goaps and Indians*. Fitst because it is 
our great “work” here and secondly it is the 
only one of its kind that we have in Africa. 

A word about the buildings to begin 
with: the different blocks of airy class-rooms 
are well spaced in a large play ground 
equipped with well used swings and see-saws 
and a basketball pitch. And as we have the 
good fortune to be a little away from the 
centre of the town, whichever way you look, 
your eye rests on a pleasing background 
of greenery. 

When you enter the classes, your first 
impressions, which I take for granted are 


tg iene as = Sa 


The Convent School Orch 


a one 
= ee, cs an . 
eh a 
EY 
fees 
Bo: 
ee 
he 
Bee 
Pe Po 
oie 
jer cai 
= 
ol 
We 
“Moe 
a 
eae 
iF & Fi 
Sind 
tea 
iene 
eax 
Binh 
ot 
ae ee, 
- oo i _ 
Be mae ~ ’ 
‘Aine 4 ee 7 : 
A Ta : 5 ——— 
bak - - ~~ 
ae a? - ” 
ive f Pare Pe s 
aa { a a 2S ; 
Pind b ; “ee * 
x — 
. 7 " rH ‘ 
cea “ ' 7 = ’ of 
as o > ‘ Ba } 
Ns: q% & Es * os % 
bale 2 . — 4 Wie es =) a _ ‘ 
Y ; . es, Le 38) tS as | gl 
= hy, ¥ a 9 ; e 4 & ti 
. 5 4 ; gre Bae 
rem) Fe ¢ . Cae Ss Se 
: ” as t i : : Pn ; 
Pen a 3 ee = « Wee Sal ae : i 
ee ae 7 ? ‘ ce J . 
aes Fe bs e ae 
ee oa i = ae be 
Sede ae . 
Cyaan ~ : 
Ee, o ae ie ‘ 
r i - “ 
pees ae ie — io 
eo “ae aah . y , 
bee ae 22) 2 es | 
Be ae eke: ee i 
ore . ar , i, 
ee ¥ ro _~ i j 
Agama F b> 4 ; 
ad f : : ‘ rl pe 
pet ig : Sel EN ’ 
ess . ES = eo 4 y ra 
E nae % at a>. ‘ 
pases ae gee \ ; i ‘ 
ee a a . . ; 
east ee Pe al mg , , si i idee cae 
eaee 3 lg <= ge oe ’ MF A Ae 
f ie pee SSeS eee OO la 
ae 
= oe 
ae 
ee ae 
ae (0 
«ot deal 
a 
ae 
<a a 
ae ee ; 
eos : : 


t Mombasa 


favorable, will no doubt be confirmed, for 
you will find the walls brightened with pretty 
stencils and paintings generally consisting 
of scenes from the life of Jesus, and some- 
times of fairies, elves, crinoline ladies and 
other dainty figures. 


If it happens to be school time, between 
7:45 a.m, and 12 noon, you will notice 
something brighter, still, for some forty pairs 
of shining black eyes set in forty little 
smiling faces will be turned to greet you, 
and enjoy the interruption; and soon some 
forty little pairs of lips will open to enter- 
tain you with a merry song, for as visitors 
remarked, this is the “singing school.” So 
you are not the first who has been struck by 
its happy atmosphere! 

It is not surprising, then, that the chil- 
dren, on the whole, work well and are gen- 
erally casy to manage. This is a blessing 
worth noting, for thirteen of the seventeen 
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classes are in the hands of Goan girl teachers 
who have themselves been educated in the 
school but without having had any teacher 
training prior to that which they received 
in teaching their own classes. It would be 
impossible for us to carry on the school as 
it is at present, without their help. Eight 
White Sisters, including the Superior herself, 
are none too much for the work of training 
and supervising the teachers, preparing the 
little Catholic children for First Holy Com- 
munion and Confirmation, and the higher 
classes for their Senior Cambridge Certificate. 

Add to this the afternoon activities of 
music lessons in piano, string instruments, 
other private lessons, basketball, occasional 
debates, and choir practices. Also regular 
weekly meetings of two Praesidia of the 
Legion of Mary, and you will have some idea 
of our all year round occupations, as far as 
the school children alone are concerned. 
Then there are the inevitable corrections: 
no school without copy-books! And _ here 
written exercises take on a special impor- 
tance, since owing to the examinations being 
in English, which is for a good many a “‘for- 
eign language’ and to the fact that in this 
climate, afternoon classes are not usual, the 
older children’ are given quite a fair amount 
of written work to be done at home. I once 
read of a high school professor who had so 
much work to correct at home that he used 
often to drop the whole load into a river he 
crossed on his way home. That was an easy 
solution to the problem, but I am afraid if 
we did the same here, we could soon close 
the school. 

Of course there is no “‘day-off,” except 
Sunday, but even then the morning's time- 
table is inevitably overcrowded. Leaving 
aside the daily Religion period for the Cath- 
olics, which is never omitted, and a quarter 
of an hour’s break half-way through, only 
five periods remain each day into which 
P. T., Drawing, Singing, and (for some 
classes) Needlework have to be fitted, as well 
as all the usual school subjects. Except for 
Religious lessons and for the top classes 
where the Sisters specialize, the teacher re- 
mains with her own class the whole morning. 

Naturally if anything extra is undertaken 
such as the annual Prize-Day Concert, or a 
Pantomime, a good many of the Sisters’ out 
of school hours go in training the actors, 
dancers and orchestra and in making the 
costumes. This last item is far from being 
the least important for our Goans. Parents 
as well as children are not easily satisfied. 
Come to our Parish church any Sunday and 
you will see an array of organdies, satins and 
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laces which might make you think you are at 
the Royal wedding. (Beware of thinking us 
rather backward and oriental over here!) 
Since it is impossible to hire costumes, wigs 
or beards, a school concert means “WORK” 
but fortunately as work is a form of aposto- 
late, a school concert can, like anything else, 
be undertaken for the glory of God and for 
the salvation of souls. 

This year’s Prize-giving was preceded by 
two two-part choruses sung to the accom- 
paniment of the school orchestra — by a 
good sized choir of the older girls. After the 
distribution of the prizes by His Grace, the 
apostolic Delegate, two little plays were pre- 
sented. Since roughly half of our school 
children are non-Christians (Mohammedans, 
including a few followers of Aga Khan, 
Hindus, Sikhs, Parsees, etc.) a Nativity play 
is out of the question on Prize Day. The 
first play, “A Hole in the Sack,” presented 
by the smaller children made a great hit. 
Some “‘live’’ toys — a golliwog, a Clockwork 
Clown, a fairy doll, and other dolls of vari- 
ous nations, having fallen through a hole in 
Father Christmas’ sack, as he was on_ his 
Christmas night rounds, took shelter in the 
bedroom of two children who were de- 
lighted to meet and talk to real living toys. 
The delight of these children, as well as of 
the audience was even greater when they 
found, after the visit, that Father Christmas 
who had seemed to have forgotten them, had 
left them giant stockings filled with toys 
which were exact replicas of the ones who 
had been their guests during the night. They 
generously decided to give away some of 
their gifts to poor unfortunate children, 
concluding with the moral that “To give 
makes you even happier than to receive.” 


The bigger girls then presented “King 
Cophetua and the Beggar Maid,” a two act 
play based on Tennyson’s famous poem. A 
proud princess scornful of the suit of 
Cophetua, whom she believes to be only a 
poor man, discovers all too late, that he is 
in reality a great king and that a mere beggar 
maid is to take the place she might have 
occupied as his Bride and Queen! She learns 
to her cost that ‘pride goes before a fall” 
and leaves the stage weeping tears of re- 
pentance, while Cophetua and his court re- 
joice in a merry dance. The climax was quite 
a dramatic moment, for some of these chil- 
dren have definite talent and really live 
their parts. 


Let us hope the moral went home, a much 
needed lesson for a good many on this dear 
little isle of ours, to whom money and dress 
are all important questions. It is not uncom- 
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mon (among the non-Christians) to hear a 
father explain why he is marrying his 16 
year old daughter to a man whom she has 
never set eyes on: ‘He is very well-off; he 
owns several shops in Nairobi, in India.” 
Not matter if he is old enough to be her 
father! 


Sometimes, too, we hear the proud boast : 
“He is a B.A.” or an “M.A.” And it is 
partly as a qualification for a “good mar- 
riage’ that some of the Indian parents are 
so extremely keen on their daughters getting 
through Senior Cambridge! Others have an 
eye to “higher education” in India, or even 
in England, and quite a number of our ex- 
pupils are being trained for careers in teach- 
ing, nursing, domestic science and even 
medicine. 


“East is East and West is West 
And never the twain shall meet” 


Might we not claim that in Mombasa 
East and West do meet and give the lie to 
these famous lines? Perhaps we might add, 
too, that the handful of the White Sisters 
on the sunny coral isle has its part to play 
in the fusion of East and West; their glori- 
ous though hidden mission is, above all, to 
see to it that their Asiatic pupils take what 
is best from Western civilisation and that 
the non-Christian come to realize one day 
that “BEST” is nothing else than the full 
flowering forth of the réligion of Jesus Christ. 


* By “Indians” are meant here the non-Christians; 
for the Goans, although also natives of India, 
have a Portuguese strain in them and have been 
Catholics since the time of St. Francis Xavier. 
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RANSOMED PAGAN BABIES: 


The Sacred Heart School, Worcester, Mass. 
Mrs. F. MacNamara 

Mrs. Natson 

Miss C. Hanser 

M. Teresa Circle 

Miss J. Beaulieu 

Mrs. E. Morissette 


PROVIDED BREAD FOR THE ORPHANS: 
Miss M. Peltz 
Miss M. Santori 


SUPPORTED THE LEPERS: 
Mrs. J. Cormier 
Miss F. McNamara 
Miss M. Peltz 
Mrs. E. Morissette 
Miss T. Bradey 
Mrs. F. Burns 
Miss M. Barry 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Madden 
Mrs. L. Redmond 
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Undaunted Courage of An Intrepid 
White Sister 


ISTER M. PHILIP HOWARD was going 

on an errand of charity accompanied by 

Reverend Mother Superior. On the way 
Sister stopped to admire a “magnificent bird” 
with white-tipped gunmetal grey feathers. 
Sister P. being accustomed to London spar- 
rows and Cathedral pigeons, found this bird 
a colossal biped. Then Reverend Mother 
playfully poked her umbrella at this weird 
and wonderful creature, to wit a turkey- 
cock, and passed on. “An elephant never 
forgets’’ and subsequent events go to prove 
that a turkey cock does not forget either. 

Sister P. having visited the invalid and 
diagnosed her illness, realised the immediate 
necessity for an injection: she returned to 
the dispensary “miles and miles away.” (Now 
Sister P. renounces all claim to the honour 
of Hibernian nationality, so her slightly 
exaggerated statements are a convincing 
proof that a vagabond imagination is not 
peculiar only to that obstreperous Celtic tribe. 
But that is a digression, let us go back to 
the turkey-cock.) 

She returned from the dispensary, armed 
with the requisite implements of torture: 
she admired the wonderful bird at a safe 
distance of sixty yards. She passed on, and 
then suddenly she heard a rustling and a 
swishing noise behind her. The turkey-cock 
had not forgotten: he had been insulted by a 
white robed individual, and he had come to 
be avenged. It mattered little to him whether 
he took vengeance on the Mother or on the 
Daughter! Now this turkey cock in spite of 
his British ancestry had never played cricket, 
and he knew nothing whatever about “'play- 
ing the game,” he made a cowardly attack 


from the rear, on the defenceless Sister P. 
but she, with true British courage and tenaci- 
ty, faced the enemy and kept him at bay with 
her only weapon of defence . . . her umbrella. 

Sister P. is a Missionary, and had to get 
on with her duty: how to get to Maria’s 
house? That was the question! With real 
bulldog grit and her usual resourcefulness, 
Sister P. proceeded backwards, warding off 
the formidable attacks of the enemy with 
her umbrella. 

The turkey cock in question must have 
come from Bruce’s country as he gave a 
splendid exhibition of the Sword-Dance at 
its best, avoiding with dexterous agility the 
umbrella thrusts of the Herculean Sister. At 
length Sister P. was beginning to lose a little 
of that traditional phlegm of her race - she 
was even forced to cry aloud, emitting yells 
which were probably heard in vicinity of 
Bow Bells; explosions which could have 
caused instantaneous unconsciousness to any 
other less pugilistic bird. 

That evening within the silence of clois- 
ter walls, our HEROINE, like Goldsmith’s 
broken soldier, ‘shouldered her ‘umbrella’ 
and showed how fields were won” to an ad- 
miring and appreciative audience of fellow 
colleagues. 

From ‘White Sisters,” 
Liverpool, England. 


STAMPS! STAMPS ! 
The White Sisters would appreciate receiv- 
SAVE! SAVE! 


ing cancelled stamps. . . 
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Our Legal Title Is 


THE MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 


Don't forget the missions in your WILL! You will never regret it, now 
nor later. Why not include this clause? 


“I hereby bequeath to the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa for use 


ae: Wile Mlotaiens Richa, MG I I ai ies inin sess cscseesesossccesastere pinecones. Dollars.” 
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Iu Memory 


The Missionary Sisters of Our Lady oj 
Ajrica wish to pay a tribute of gratitude to 
the late Mrs. Marie K. Burdick, supervisor of 
National Office of the 


Society for the Propagation of the Faith. She 


publicity for the 


died at her home in Brook!yn on July 29, 
1948, and was buried after a Solemn Pontifi- 
cal Requiem Mass celebrated by Most Rev- 
erend Thomas McDonnell, National Director 
of the Society. Mrs. Burdick who served the 
missions intermittently from 1911 until her 
death was a noble missionary herself, al- 
though she was a lay person. The work of 
harvesting souls for the Catholic Church was 
the first consideration in her warm, expansive 
heari, and the needs of the men and women in 
the mission fields were always of primary 


importance in her sharp, discerning mind. 


Vrs. Burdick was a missionary’s mission- 
ary and all of us who ascended the stairs to 
her office found a firm handclasp, a soothing 
word, and an understanding ear for our 
problems. Like a true missionary, Mrs. Bur- 
dick sacrificed her life jor the missions, for. 
despite medical advice to cut down on her 
activities, she carried on her apostolic efforts 
unti! the night before she died, several hours 
ajter leaving the office. 

There is no mission territory in the world 
where Catholic priests say Mass, and nuns 
instruct children in the Faith that has not im- 
proved because Mrs. Burdick lived. In 1925 
Mrs. Burdick was awarded the Papal medal 
“Pro Ecclesia et Pro Pontifice” in recognition 
of her zealous efforts for the Pontifical Mis- 
sion Aid Societies. We are happy that she is 
at last justly being rewarded by Our All 
Merciful Father, but we are saddened by the 
loss of a noble lay missionary and a sin- 


cere friend. 
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Why I Am A White Sister 


( Concluded from page 73 ) 
an climination, a diminishing, a cutting off, 
and which is in reality a freeing from “the 
old man,” a releasing of spiritual energy, a 
fostering of growth; true liberty. 

An unnatural existence? Why? In the 
intimity of the Community we live a true 
family life where joys and hopes are shared; 
sorrows and disappointments lightened by 
mutual understanding and love. And what 
a driving force this life, lived in common, 
where everything is shared gives to our work, 
our mission. What an asset it is for us, for 
souls. What blessings it draws down on all. 


Woman is made for motherhood. No 
doubt. But does not the Missionary Sister 
cffect this in the supernatural order? In 
consecrating herself to the Missions she by 
her voluntary renunciation of all legitimate 
natural joys obtains the light of grace for 
numberless souls, who but for her, would 
never have received the Divine Life. She 
thus participates, as it were in the mystery 
of the Redemption, and becomes, in union 
with Our Lord by suffering and the Cross 
“Mother of many Souls.” Is this not well 
worth the price we pay? 


A WHITE SISTER 
Missionary of Our Lady of Africa. 


So Many Millions Still To Save 


LLLL LLL tL Lt ttt ttttssps 
Our Convent in Belleville 
is slowly but surely being completed. 


Suggestions how you can help #7” «7 
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An Aspirant Writes 


Dear Mother Mary Loretta, 


I sincerely wish to thank you for being so kind to send me leaflets informing me on the 
activities of your missions. There was never a letter received so welcome. 


After reading the leaflets, | have become more interested in your missions. Yes, several 
questions have come up | hope you will answer for me. First —at what age do most girls 
enter? Second — Is there any expense involved? Third — What subjects are necessary for me 
to take at school? Fourth—TIs there much extra schooling and studying required for teaching 
grammar schools over there? 


Sister, | have had this on my mind for a long time. At the present moment I am very 
interested in being one of your missionaries. Bui there are so many girls who have the same 
idea but they change their minds as they grow older. But I don’t want to give myself the chance 
of changing my mind. I want to stick to the idea and not let worldly ideas change my direction. 
So, what I want to know is: Do you think I should live a quiet, dull life with no parties and boys, 
or do you think I should go out and have fun, while | can and take the chance of changing my 
mind as I grow older? I know this might sound a little silly but ’'m sure you will earnestly 
help me. I pray a great deal to our Dear Blessed Mother and I have gained much hope from Her 
in the past. She has been very good to me and has never failed me as yet. 


Thank you also for the address my brother could write to. It sure is nice of you to do 
this for us. | will pray for your missions and their success and may God be good to you. 


Very sincerely yours, 
An Eighth Grade Graduate (June, 1948) 


P. S.—Individual answers to the above serious and important question, asked by this young lady, 
will be appreciated by the Editor. 


POOOPEO OSSD PESOS OPES OAL POPPE POL PPPOE A PPPS SSOS PPPS 
WE NEED TO SET UP OUR NEW TRAINING CENTER (BELLEVILLE, ILL.) : 


Prayers: that God will bless us with numerous vocations. 


Postulants: Any number of generous young ladies (18 to 35 years) Africa needs YOU. Your 
becoming a missionary sister will mean the salvation of countless souls, who other- 
wise will never hear “the tiding of great joy.” 


Protectors: Who will contribute toward the maintenance of a candidate during the postulancy 
and novitiate. 


We also need Chapel Furnishings: Household Goods: 

BIE sacs eecarsecdstestauctovstvtedcatee ie seiasahiressasiogd $235. serencs falecsemeaneccises For the Refectory 

Tabernacle ee a ae eee de Aan a a er 

Sanctuary Lamp. ...... se sdk aediusleeealnd didroscas 98. cit 

Ne ee _ (donated) 40. sanensveaneretignssensuethe For the Kite en 

PR ee kal eS (donated) 75. (utensils, pots and pans) 

SEER oe (donated) 110. a ere errs For the Laundry 

Communion Paten. ................ (donated) 9. cussssuFor the Study Room 

Crucifix and Candle Sticks ................... 156. (books—$1, $2, $3) 

ee OS EE a eee ees 24. partly donated 

Incense boat and Censer ........................ 25. a ee Tov tae Din 

ORR AE eee eeres (donated ) 45. (eeadiainn, Vek wenne bia 

PRR NR ooo ss false cach odedsxvse (donated ) 12; ice bag, thermometers . .) 

Stations of the Cross .......... (donated) 30. 

H MC 8 SOOM 6 Le Mei eecneuete’ Food and Upkeep 
armonium 


Vestments (1 set donated) otettssssssssees, Your Own suggestion. 
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“Catholic spirit and missionary spirit are one and 


the same. Catholicity is an essential mark of the true 


Church. One is not genuinely interested and devoted to 


the Church unless one is interested and devoted to its 
universality, that is to say, to its taking root and flourish- 
ing everywhere on earth.” 


— His Holiness Pius X11. 


REMEMBER 
Mission Sunday Oct. 2Ath, 1948 
BE GENEROUS 
Prayers Sacrifices More Vocations 


L MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 6 years $5. 
METUCHEN, N. J. 


Dear Sister: 


I year $l. 
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for subscription to “The Messenger of Our Lady of 
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